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Modica 

 
 
Modica [ˈmɔːdika] (Sicilian: Muòrica, Greek: Μότουκα, Motouka, Latin: Mutyca or Motyca) is a city and 
comune of 54.456 inhabitants in the Province of Ragusa, Sicily, southern Italy. The city is situated in the 
Hyblaean Mountains. 
Modica has neolithic origins and it represents the historical capital of the area which today almost 
corresponds to the Province of Ragusa. Until the 19th century it was the capital of a County that exercised 
such a wide political, economical and cultural influence to be counted among the most powerful feuds of the 
Mezzogiorno. 
Rebuilt following the devastating earthquake of 1693, its architecture has been recognised as providing 
outstanding testimony to the exuberant genius and final flowering of Baroque art in Europe and, along with 
other towns in the Val di Noto, is part of UNESCO Heritage Sites in Italy. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Saint George’s Church in Modica 



 
Historical chocolate’s art in Modica 

 
 

The Cioccolato di Modica ("Chocolate of Modica", also known as cioccolata modicana) is an Italian 
P.G.I. specialty chocolate,[1] typical of the municipality of Modica in Sicily, characterized by an 
ancient and original recipe using manual grinding (rather than conching) which gives the chocolate 
a peculiar grainy texture and aromatic flavor.[2][3][4]  
The specialty, inspired by the Aztec original recipe for Xocolatl, was introduced in the County of 
Modica by the Spaniards, during their domination in southern Italy.[5][6]  
Since 2009 a festival named "Chocobarocco" is held every year in the city. 

 
 



 
Late Baroque Towns of the Val di Noto (South-Eastern Sicily) 

 
The eight towns in south-eastern Sicily: Caltagirone, Militello Val di Catania, Catania, Modica, Noto, 
Palazzolo, Ragusa and Scicli, were all rebuilt after 1693 on or beside towns existing at the time of 
the earthquake which took place in that year. They represent a considerable collective undertaking, 
successfully carried out at a high level of architectural and artistic achievement. Keeping within the 
late Baroque style of the day, they also depict distinctive innovations in town planning and urban 
building. 
Outstanding Universal Value 
Brief synthesis 
The Late Baroque Towns of the Val di Noto is comprised of components of eight towns located in 
south-eastern Sicily (Caltagirone, Militello Val di Catania, Catania, Modica, Noto, Palazzolo 
Acreide, Ragusa andScicli). These historic centres and urban environments reflect the great, post-
seismic rebuilding achievement of the decades following the catastrophic earthquake of 1693, which 
ravaged towns across south-eastern Sicily. The rebuilding, restoration and reconstruction of these 
communities resulted in the creation of an exceptional group of towns, all reflecting the late Baroque 
architecture of the 17th century in all its forms and applications. 
The eight components of the property differ in size and represent a range of responses to the 
rebuilding needs. They include the entire old town of Caltagirone, Noto and Ragusa; specific urban 
areas of Catania and Scicli; and isolated monuments in the historic town centres of Modica, Palazzolo 
Acreide and Militello Val di Catania. Catania was rebuilt on the site of the original town while others, 
such as Noto, were rebuilt on new sites. At Ragusa and Palazzolo Acreide, new urban centres were 



created next to the ancient ones. The centres of Scicli and Modica were moved and rebuilt in adjoining 
areas already partially urbanized, and Caltagirone was simply repaired. 
The towns exhibit a plethora of late Baroque art and architecture of high quality and of a remarkable 
homogeneity as a result of the circumstances of time, place, and social context in which they were 
created. However, they also display distinctive innovations in the town planning and urban rebuilding. 
The property also represents a considerable collective undertaking in response to a catastrophic 
seismic event. 
Criterion (i): The Late Baroque Towns of the Val di Noto in south-eastern Sicily provide outstanding 
testimony to the exuberant genius of late Baroque art and architecture. 
Criterion (ii): The Late Baroque towns of the Val di Noto represent the culmination and final 
flowering of Baroque art in Europe. 
Criterion (iv): The exceptional quality of the late Baroque art and architecture in the Val di Noto lies 
in its geographical and chronological homogeneity, and is the result of the 1693 earthquake in this 
region. 
Criterion (v): The eight Late Baroque Towns of the Val di Noto in south-eastern Sicily are 
characteristic of the settlement pattern and urban form of this region, are permanently at risk from 
earthquakes and eruptions of Mount Etna. 
Integrity 
The property includes all the attributes required to express its Outstanding Universal Value, as it 
encompasses the most representative centres of the late Baroque period in the Val di Noto. The eight 
components of the property reflect the range of architectural and town-planning developments 
resulting from the post-seismic reconstruction in the Val di Noto after the 1693 earthquake. This 
earthquake created an opportunity for an enormous artistic, architectural, and anti-seismic renewal of 
the cities. The centres retain their residential function, along with a lively society of inhabitants. 
Authenticity 
The eight components of the property continue to demonstrate with remarkable homogeneity the late 
Baroque art and architectural style of south-eastern Sicily in individual buildings and town planning. 
In particular, the almost completely preserved town plans, which have seen only few alterations, 
express a variety of reactions to the destruction caused by the earthquake. 
Although the property meets the requirements for authenticity, it has been affected by further seismic 
activity as well as long-term degradation, and a great many buildings and monumental complexes 
require major restoration, consolidation, and maintenance interventions. 
 
 
 
 



 
Palazzo beneventano Scicli (UNESCO) 

Protection and management requirements 
The majority of the properties in all eight components are in private ownership. Other properties are 
owned by the church, the Italian State and local Government authorities. The Regional Provinces of 
Catania, Ragusa, and Syracuse, as well as the Municipalities of the eight towns have the responsibility 
for looking after the urban and architectural heritage in their respective territories. The eight towns 
are identified in the respective town plans as Homogeneous Territorial Zones or Historic Centres, 
where the existing urban and architectural heritage can be submitted only to rehabilitation and 
maintenance works that fully respect the historic and cultural vocation of each town. 
The main legal protection and conservation measures are provided by the national and regional 
legislation for the protection of the artistic, monumental, landscape, naturalistic, seismic, hydro-
geological and forestry heritage, in particular by Acts 1089/39, 1497/39, 64/74, 431/85, and Regional 
Acts 61/81 and 15/91. Numerous buildings (109) falling within the core-zones are bound according 
to the DL 42/2004 (pursuant to Law 1089/39) because of historical monuments. The historical towns 
of Ragusa Iblea and Noto and Modica, Scicli, Palazzolo Acreide are subject to landscape protection 



(under Law 1497/39). All goods falling within urban areas classified as Zone A (historic centre) from 
the general zoning and applicable planning legislation, are regulated by national and regional laws. 
The old town of Ragusa Ibla also benefits from a detailed plan and a special law (L.R. 61/81) that 
promote recovery for restoration of public and private buildings. All work on the property must be 
approved in advance by local Superintendents and Municipal Administration. The norms that protect 
the site are dictated by state laws (legislative decree 22 January 2004, Code for cultural heritage and 
landscape), as well as regional and municipal laws. 
At the time of inscription, a Management Plan was developed to coordinate the management of the 
eight components of the property. The Management Structure is regularly revised. 
 

 
Best “Barocco’s Art” in Scicli 

 



 
View of Scicli 

 
Scicli is a town and municipality in the Province of Ragusa in the south east of Sicily, southern Italy.  
It is 25 kilometres (16 mi) from Ragusa, and 308 kilometres (191 mi) from Palermo, and has a population 
(2017) of 27,051. Alongside seven other cities in the Val di Noto, it has been listed as one of UNESCO's World 
Heritage Sites. 
Settlements of the area of Scicli dates back to the Copper and Early Bronze Ages (3rd millennium BCE to the 
15th century BCE). 
Scicli was founded by the Sicels (whence probably the name) around 300 BCE. 
In 864 CE, Scicli was conquered by the Arabs, as part of the Muslim conquest of Sicily.[5] Under their rule it 
flourished as an agricultural and trade center. According to geographer Muhammad al-Idrisi, "shipping 
reached Scicli in Sicily from Calabria, Africa, Malta and many other places."[6] 
In 1091, it was conquered from the Arabs by the Normans, under Roger I of Hauteville, after a fierce battle.[7] 
Scicli was one of the garrison which rebelled against the Angevine domination in the Sicilian Vespers (April 5, 
1282). Following the various dynasties ruling the Kingdom of Sicily, it was an Aragonese-Spanish possession 
before being united in the Kingdom of Italy in the mid 19th century. 
Following a catastrophic earthquake in 1693, much of the town was rebuilt in the Sicilian baroque style, which 
today gives the town the elegant appearance which draws many tourists to visit it. 



 
Noto’s church 

Noto (Sicilian: Notu; Latin: Netum) is a city and comune in the Province of Syracuse, Sicily, Italy. It is 32 
kilometres (20 mi) southwest of the city of Syracuse at the foot of the Iblean Mountains. It lends its name to 
the surrounding area Val di Noto. In 2002 Noto and its church were declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
The old town, Noto Antica, lies 8 kilometres (5 mi) directly north on Mount Alveria. A city of Sicel origin, it 
was known as Netum in ancient times. In 263 BCE the city was granted to Hiero II by the Romans. According 
to legend, Daedalus stayed in the city after his flight over the Ionian Sea, as did Hercules after his seventh 
task. During the Roman era, it opposed the magistrate Verres. 
 

 



In 866 it was conquered by the Muslims, who elevated the city to become a capital of one of the three districts 
of the island (the Val di Noto). In 1091, it became the last Islamic stronghold in Sicily to fall to the Christians.[5] 
Later it became a rich Norman city. 
In the 16th and 17th centuries, the city was home to several notable intellectual figures, including Giovanni 
Aurispa, jurists Andrea Barbazio and Antonio Corsetto, as well as architect Matteo Carnelivari and composer 
Mario Capuana. In 1503 king Ferdinand III granted it the title of civitas ingeniosa ("Ingenious City"). In the 
following centuries, the city expanded, growing beyond its medieval limits, and new buildings, churches and 
convents were built. These, however, were all totally destroyed by the 1693 Sicilian earthquake. 
The current town, rebuilt after the earthquake on the left bank of River Asinaro, was planned on a grid system 
by Giovanni Battista Landolina. The new city occupied a position nearer to the Ionian Sea. The hiring of 
architects like Rosario Gagliardi, Francesco Sortino and others to rebuild the city helped make the new Noto 
a masterpiece of Sicilian Baroque, dubbed the "Stone Garden" by Cesare Brandi and is currently listed among 
UNESCO's World Heritage Sites. Many of the newer structures are built of a soft tufa stone, which assume a 
honey tonality under sunlight. Parts of the cathedral suddenly collapsed in 1996, a great loss to Sicilian 
Baroque architecture. 
The city, which had lost its provincial capital status in 1817, rebelled against the House of Bourbon on 16 May 
1860, leaving its gates open to Giuseppe Garibaldi and his expedition. Five months later, on 21 October, a 
plebiscite sealed the annexation of Noto to Piedmont. 
In 1844, Noto was named a Diocese, but in 1866 suffered the abolition of the religious guilds, which had been 
deeply linked to the city's structures and buildings. 
Noto was freed from the fascist dictatorship of Benito Mussolini in July 1943. The Notinesi people voted in 
favour of the monarchy in the referendum of 1946. 
 
 
 
 



 
Marchioness’s beach in Noto 

The beach takes its name from the Marquise of Cassibile, who elected this beach to her favorite seaside 
resort. The Castle still dominates the imposing profile of the valley from above. 
This is one of the places in recent history, where the Allied landings were held in 1943. Today the coves and 
the wonderful and very accessible caves make it one of the three most popular seaside places in the Val di 
Noto. The fine sand and the riparian forest that embraces the mouth of the river, today a nature reserve, 
with walkable paths, make the Marquise a suggestive beach, a destination for seaside tourism with small 
numbers but of great quality. 
A dip on the left will reveal two splendid and accessible caves, and further left, 5 minutes swimming, a private 
and enchanting beach. Trails and fences always skirt the reserve to the left towards the cliff. 
In addition to the paid parking near the beach, you can also leave the cars on the state road near a dirt road 
that leaves the main road on the left (towards Syracuse). 
A particularity: the beach is particularly popular with owners of 4-legged animals. 



 
Island of currents – it is the southernmost point of Europe  

The Isola delle Correnti is a small rounded island in Sicily, on the Ionian coast, located in the territory of the 
municipality of Portopalo, extended for about 10 000 m² with a maximum height of 4 m above sea level. 
It is connected to the mainland by an artificial arm, destroyed several times by the waves of the sea. When 
low tide transforms the island into a peninsula, it represents the southern end of the Sicilian island, 
geographically further south of Tunis and further north of Hammamet. 
On the island stands a lighthouse, where decades ago the farista stayed with his family, rectangular in shape, 
with a large square in front of it. The lighthouse is also in the process of decaying, having been in disuse for 
years. 
Little flora grows on the islet, but wild leek seedlings, capers and other shrubs typical of the Mediterranean 
maquis abound. 
Since 1987, the islet has been included in the master plan of parks and nature reserves, due to the presence 
of coastal vegetation with halophilic and psammophilous relict biocoenosis. 

 
 


